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Valentine Special Edit ion 

Celebrat ing 70 Years! 

 
       "Itôs nice to be old-fashioned,ò says Roland 

Bergeron's wife, Anita.   Indeed, having been married 

for seventy years, there might be some truth to that 

statement. Originally from Pawtucket and currently 

living in Smithfield, they are still as happy as they 

were when they married in 1938.  

     This report was taken in their residence, located at 

the Villa St. Antoine in Smithfield, on a bright and 

sunny day. The Bergerons were lively and engaging 

making us feel like part of the family.  Lively and 

engaging, the Bergerons made us all feel like part of 

their family. 

     We started talking by how they first met. Anita was 

originally a member of the drill team at St Ceciliaôs 

Parish, which was holding an exhibition at the time. 

After the exhibition, which took place at the Colonial 

Ballroom on Broad Street, Roland and Anita danced 

the night away. After dating each other for three years 

afterwards, they married in St. Ceciliaôs Church. 

Roland and Anita, who are 93 and 91 years old, 

respectively, each have distinctive stories to tell. 

Roland, for example, has an alternate name ï Joseph ï 

that is solely used for legal purposes. Anita, for one, 

never called Roland ñJosephò ï in her opinion, ñthere 

are too many Joeôsò around. Roland dropped out of 

school in the 8
th
 grade and worked in various jobs, 

including some time in the mills. Anita was the 

daughter of a meat cutter and spent three years living 

in Vermont. When both Roland and Anita were 

growing up, New Years was the most important 

holiday. There was lots of music and well-wishing 

going on. On this special day, the father would give a 

benediction to his children. 

Having lived through the Depression, they believe that 

compared with the current situation, the Depression 

was much worse. Part of it was because ñpeople have 

much more money nowò than back then. Roland, when 

commenting about his marriage to Anita, said, ñWe 

had to save our nickelsò. He commented that for most 

of the jobs that he held during that time, the wages 

were low by our standards today. 

After they married, they ran a store that sold plastics, 

when plastic was popular. In 1947, they moved to 

Florida, where Roland worked for Pratt & Whitney, 

making engines for top secret government projects. 

Ten years later, they moved back to Pawtucket. 

Roland is a long-standing member of Le Foyer. In 

1958, a year after moving to Pawtucket from Florida, 

some family members asked Roland about joining ñthe 

clubò, which he ultimately did. Back then, most of Le 

Foyerôs meetings, as he remembered them, consisted 

mainly of dinner dances, with the occasional raffle.  

After 70 years of marriage, Roland and Anita are still 

as lively as ever. With Roland celebrating his 94
th
 

birthday this year on January 4th, both him and Anita 

are living every day to the fullest. Amazingly, Roland 

still drives his car. In the words of Roland, ñanyone 

under 100 is not old!ò 
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Reporting - Daniel Blanchette  
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Reporting - Daniel Blanchette 

'I love this job'  

 
If You Only Have Love ... 

  

Quand on a que l'Amour ... 

 
Madi Gras with Magnolia  

  
On Feb 7th, Le Foyer celebrated a fun filled evening of 

Madi Gras Dance with the Magnolia Cajun Band.  In 
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Providence 
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On the Le Foyer Calendar 

  

March 21-28 - International Francophone Week 
From the Opening Ceremony at the RI State House to The 

Museum of Work & Culture in Woonsocket events are being 

planned to celebrate the rich diversity represented by the French 

language speaking ethnic groups in RI.  Plan on attending the 

closing celebrations taking place at Le Foyer on March 28.   
  

April 18 - 2nd Annual 'Cabane a Sucre'  
Great French Canadian Entertaiment  

Delicious Baked Ham & Beans 
French Crepes & 'de laTire' 

Dancing and don't forget your spoons! 
  

May 15 - Pierre Chartrand  -  
Dance Workshop & Concert - with 

Pierre Chartrand, Martine Billette and Andre Brunet from 

Montreal 

 

Volunteers & Sponsors  
  It takes a lot of effort, coordination, time and money 

to put on successful events.  Most of all it takes a 

spirited community of VOLUNTEERS and the 

willingness of the business community to SPONSOR 

event to help bridge the cost making it affordable for 

people in the community to attend events. We proudly 

recognize the volunteers that have been coming 

forward and tip our hats to the small businesses in our 

community who have been contributing financially 

with their sponsorships.You can check out these 

volunteers through our online photo gallery at 

www.lefoyer.org  or link to our sponsors.  Send a 

'Thank You!' , pay a visit to their store and mention Le 

Foyer. 

  

Please consider being a member of our volunteers. If 

you are a business, consider helping us to 

strengthening our community through sponsoring one 

of the above events.  We will be grateful. 

  

We can be contacted through email at 

Lefoyer@lefoyer.org 

  

 
Looking for Singers 

Two groups will come together on March 28 at Le 

Foyer as part of the celebrations of Francophone 

Week.  The choral from Alliance Francaise and Les 

Gais Chanteur will present French singing with songs 

of Paris.   

  

Practice for men ( tenor, bass, baritone ) will take 

place on Mondays at Le Foyer -7:30 PM and jointly 

with Alliance Francaise Choral on Wednesday at 7:00 

PM at the Music Mansion in Providence.  If you like 

to sing, men especially needed, please join us on 

Monday or Wednesda;y. 

  

 
Community Organizations   

  

Do you need help with your taxes?       
On wednesday evenings from 5:30 PM- 
9:30 PM the Center will offer FREE 
assistance in filling out Income Tax 
returns through the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) program.  For more information on this 
community assistance or any of the programs at 
WCDC, visit or call The Woodlawn Community Center 
at 210 West Ave. Pawtucket, RI 02860  

- Call for an appointment - 401-475-7632. 
____________________________ 

Jaycees of Kent County 
  
 

  

A Vision  

To become the organization of 

choice for young people, providing direction and 

leadership to our communities and nation ... 

costume: 

'Le Roi et La Reine de France'  

(Mr &  Mrs Armand Chartier ) 

 
 

Taking 1st Prize : 

'Le Count de Rochambeau et sa femme'  

( Mr & Mrs Ray Patenaude ) 

 
 

Les Trois Dames de Le Foyer: 

Madeleine Riendeau - 2nd Place 

Mrs Chartier and 

Mrs Pauline Patneaude 

 

 
  

Visit our Sponsors 
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worldwide!  The  

JAYCEES Education and Library Foundation has an 

open membership to support scholastic, community 

development, leadership training, medical & research 

causes and all charitable efforts as a 501(c)(3) Public 

service corporation.  It also maintains a strong 

financial assistance presence for the Kent County 

JAYCEES (United States Junior Chamber) for its 

members between 18-40 in continuing the more than 

half-century traditions of building great communities 

through individual and personal skill development.  

For more info about the JAYCEES visit our website at 

http://www.kentcountyjaycees.org/ 

   

  

  

 
Highlights from The Newsletter  

of the Quebec Government Office in Boston 
 

Headlines  

Quebec Studies Grants 
available for 
Profes sors and 

Reserchers  

In order to promote a better 

understanding of Québec in the 
United States, the Ministère des Relations Internationales 
du Québec (MRI) has established a financial assistance 
program in Québec studies intended for professors/ 
researchers/students at American institutions of higher 
education.  

Á Davos: Dialogue with world leaders to help  

Québec bounce  back   

Á Minister Beauchamp welcomes President 

Obama's decision on climate  change   

Á Québec ranks first for mining potential   
Á Hydro - Québec posts record U.S. sales  

 

Calendar  
In 
Focus  

 

Á 02/23/2009  
Premier of 
Québec to 
speak at 
Harvard   

Á 02/17/2009  
Consultation 
of the Centre 
de  la 
francophonie 
des 
Ameriques   

Á 02/17/2009 -  
02/18/2009  
The Cirque 
Éloize in 
Burlington   

Á 02/19/200 9 -  
03/01/2009  
Quebec films 
at the Fren ch 
Film Festival 
of Providence  

 
The 20 09 

Francophonie 
Week events in 

New England   
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